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* Binder prepared for the appearance of the Chief Electoral Officer before the Standing Committee on Procedure and
House Affairs on October 22, 2020, on the subject of the Special Report of the Chief Electoral Officer: Administering an
Election during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
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Use of the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy by Political Parties
Key Messages / Messages clé


The use of this revenue by political parties is not limited by the Canada Elections Act.



The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) is not an illegal contribution to political
parties as it is broadly accessible to all employers.

Facts / Faits


The CEWS allows eligible Canadian employers affected by COVID-19 to apply for a
subsidy for employee wages. This subsidy is to help businesses with a significant decline
in revenue to either keep their workforce on the payroll or re-hire them.



The list of employers eligible for the CEWS is broad and includes individuals, corporations,
not-for-profit organizations, charities and private schools.



Media reports indicate that some registered federal political parties have applied for the
CEWS. Some opposition MPs have expressed opposition to large federal parties receiving
this subsidy because of their ability to raise large amounts of money through contributions.



On September 3, 2020, the CBC reported that the Conservative Party of Canada will stop
receiving the CEWS and will retroactively return the subsidies received. The Liberal Party
of Canada has announced that it would not apply for further subsidies (but would not
return the subsidies received thus far).



Parties’ revenue streams are not all considered contributions.
o Revenues that flow to parties for reasons that are unrelated to their status as parties
and that are broadly accessible to other entities are typically not considered
contributions.
o These include commercial revenue from the sale of assets (e.g. real estate),
investments (e.g. interest on bonds), rebates of private sources (e.g. fidelity rebates
to frequent clients) or government benefits (e.g. tax rebates for certain investments,
GST rebates, subsidies for the purchase of electric vehicles).
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o Parties can use these different sources of revenue to pay for election expenses.
o These revenues are subject to reporting requirements. However, there is no specific
line item for that information. It would likely be found in the “other revenues” line item.


What parties are allowed to spend the CEWS on and how this is tracked are questions for
the Canada Revenue Agency, which is responsible for this program.
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Status of Political Financing Files from the 43rd General Election
Key Messages / Messages clé


In response to COVID-19, Elections Canada focused on providing political entities as
much flexibility as possible to allow them to comply with the Canada Elections Act.



These changes include providing sufficient time to entities to file their returns.



Reimbursements will be issued to eligible political entities by the end of October 2020.



Although we are still aiming to complete audits of candidate returns within 12 months, work
in this context has been challenging.

Facts / Faits
*Note prepared with data as of October 19, 2020*


To date, Elections Canada has received the majority of returns from the 43rd general
election:
o

We have received:


91% of candidate returns



76% of party electoral returns (16 of 21 registered parties)



93% of third party returns



Ahead of the 43rd general election, Elections Canada made changes to its audit process
to adopt a risk-based methodology. Only a subset of returns will be selected for a full audit,
based on risk factors (including the overall money spent during the campaign).



In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have:
o

Facilitated deadline extensions for candidates and third parties. The Chief Electoral
Officer reconsidered extensions from February 21, 2020, for those entities who had
already requested and received approval for a deadline extension, to June 30,
2020.
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o

Implemented a mechanism, under way from August 2020 to the end of October
2020, to accelerate reimbursements to eligible campaigns when audits will not
have been completed before the end of October 2020.

o

Recommended to Electoral District Associations (EDAs) expecting delays due to
COVID-19 to apply for an extension ahead of the annual filing deadline. Extensions
were granted to July 31, 2020.

o

Adjusted our business processes for EDAs, including a simplified process to
request an extension and an alternative to a signature for the annual update to the
Registry.

These adjustments have been communicated to political entities on our website, on social
media and through regular channels.
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Vote by Mail (what Elections Canada is doing, capacity, safeguards and counting)

Key Messages / Messages clé


The special ballot voting process is currently geared towards voting at designated service
points, such as local Elections Canada offices, special voting kiosks and other service
points.



To date, voting by mail from one’s home has been a marginal voting channel, with minimal
business capacity assigned to it.



Elections Canada expects an unprecedented increase in requests to vote by mail in an
election held during the pandemic, which may delay the release of preliminary election
results for special ballots.



Elections Canada is working on expanding its capacity to manage an increased volume of
mail-in ballots in a safe, secure and timely manner.

Facts / Faits

Method of voting in past two general elections
2015
Special ballot

2019

619,000

3.5%

660,000

3.6%

Absentee* (From outside electoral district)

190,000

1.1%

263,000

1.4%

Local (From inside electoral district)

429,000

2.4%

397,000

2.2%

3,677,000

20.8%

4,879,000 26.6%

Day of the election

13,416,000

75.7%

12,811,000 69.8%

Total votes cast

17,712,000

Advance polls

18,350,000
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Proportion of special ballots voted by mail, 43rd general election in 2019
Ballots cast

By mail

Percent

Absentee electors*

263,000

50,000

19.0%

Local electors

397,000

5,000

1.3%

Totals

660,000

55,000

Voting by mail and voting by special ballot: Basic concepts


Electors who cannot vote at their designated polling station, in advance or on election day,
may only vote by special ballot.



They may apply and vote by special ballot at any local Elections Canada office, or points
of service set up to serve transient populations or communities who face particular
challenges exercising their right to vote.



If they do not wish to or cannot vote at the nearest Elections Canada point of service, they
may apply to vote by mail. They must do so in writing and provide copies of proof of
identity and address to their returning officer (RO) or to the Special Voting Rules
Administrator (SVRA) in Ottawa.



Electors who wish to vote by mail from outside their electoral district must apply to the
SVRA. They can do so online, where they can upload scanned copies of their proof of
identity and address. Online applications eliminate the need for data to be captured
manually in the voter registration system, thus reducing the time needed to handle
requests.



Electors who wish to vote by mail from within their electoral district must mail their
application and copies of proof of identity and address documents to their local RO office.
RO office staff check the application and record the information in the voter registration
system through manual data entry before mailing a special ballot voting kit to the applicant.
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Voting by mail involves these steps:


An elector completes an Application for Registration and Special Ballot, and submits it to
Elections Canada with copies of proof of identity and address. Canadians who reside
abroad may register in advance to vote by mail. All other electors may only apply for a
special ballot after the issue of the writs, and may do so only until the 6th day before
election day. Once a request to vote by special ballot has been made, the elector cannot
vote by any other means during the election.



Once a request has been verified and captured in the voter registration system, a unique
identification number is generated. This number is stored in the Elections Canada voter
registration system and recorded on the outer envelope that will contain the secrecy
envelope containing the marked ballot sent back to Elections Canada. The name and
address of the elector, as they appear on the piece of ID, are recorded on the outer
envelope as well.



Once the elector has received their voting kit, they mark the ballot with the name of their
preferred candidate; writing just a political party name is not accepted.



A voted ballot is put inside a secrecy envelope, itself inserted into the outer envelope. The
outer envelope, which contains the registration number unique to the elector, as well as
their name and address, is signed by the elector and placed in a mailing envelope that will
be sent to Elections Canada by mail or dropped off at a local Elections Canada office.



Upon receipt of the mailed ballot, Elections Canada staff verify that the information on the
outer envelope matches the information recorded in the voter registration system at the
time of registration and that the declaration on the outer envelope has been signed. Once
verified, outer envelopes are set aside until vote counting begins, at which point the inner
secrecy envelope is separated from the outer envelope and opened.



An elector who has applied to vote by special ballot, whether by mail or at an Elections
Canada service point, has their name struck from the voters list used at their designated
advance and election day polls, and may not vote at these polls.



If an elector with their name struck from the list as having requested a special ballot insists
that they have not, in fact, done so, they may complete a form and sign a declaration
attesting that they have not previously asked for a special ballot, and be allowed to vote in
person. This form can be compared to records held by Elections Canada to identify and
prosecute electors who have made a false declaration.



Special ballots cast by absentee electors (persons voting on Canadian Forces bases,
incarcerated persons and Canadians abroad) and by electors voting from outside their
electoral district are counted at the Special Voting Rules office in Ottawa, where the results
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are tallied by candidate, by electoral district. Results are disseminated to local offices,
where they are added to the votes counted at the polling stations and at the RO office.
During the last general election, there were 263,000 ballots counted in Ottawa.


Special ballots cast by local electors are counted at the local RO office. At the 2019
general election, there were 397,000 ballots counted at local RO offices on election night.

Considerations around voting by special ballot during a pandemic: Challenges and solutions


At the 43rd general election in 2019, 3.5% of all voters cast a special ballot. Of those, just
0.3% cast their special ballot by mail. Electors voting by special ballot within their electoral
district did so mostly through in-person transactions at EC offices and points of service. In
rare cases, they voted by mail; this amounted to approximately 5,000 votes.



Elector surveys show that between 20% and 25% of Canadians would rather vote by mail.
Based on figures from the last general election, this may represent up to 5 million electors.



It is estimated that 16% of voters in the 2020 New Brunswick provincial election voted by
mail.



If these forecasts hold true, the mail traffic generated by voting by mail will reach
unprecedented levels in federal elections – up to 10 million mail transactions between the
electors and Elections Canada. Accordingly, Elections Canada has been working with the
Canada Post Corporation on a new business model that would include having the elector
mail their ballot back free of charge within Canada.



During the 43rd general election, there were 397,000 ballots counted at local offices on
election night. The projection is that local offices would have to count up to 5 million ballots
on election night and in the days following the next general election.



Elections Canada is developing a new system and new process capacity to serve up to 5
million electors who are expected to ask to vote by mail, from their home, during a general
election held during the pandemic.



Key capacity-building measures include:
o

Augmenting local office capacity to receive requests and issue special ballot voting
kits by increasing the number of computers and staff.

o

Developing and testing an online application system available to all electors, not
just absentee voters, which will automate labour-intensive activities such as data
capture and identification document verification.
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Local mail-in ballots would continue to be counted at local offices and mail-in ballots from
electors voting outside their electoral districts or internationally would continue to be
counted at Elections Canada headquarters.



It is important to note that the automation of labour-intensive activities at the local
Elections Canada offices will have been completed, tested and readied for an election in
early spring 2021.



The projected increased volume of mail-in ballots will delay the reporting of preliminary
results for special ballots. Other preliminary results (advance polls and polling day) will be
available on election night.
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Election Worker Recruitment in a Pandemic Environment
Key Messages / Messages clé


Elections Canada anticipates recruitment challenges for the next general election due to
safety concerns of potential election workers, further exacerbating the recruitment and
retention challenges experienced in 2019.



Administrative measures are being implemented to mitigate these challenges by improving
working conditions, offering election workers a safe environment, and implementing a new
staffing model to reduce the number of workers required and to facilitate physical
distancing at the polls.



Among other advantages, the proposed legislative change to allow two days of weekend
voting would also assist with recruitment by opening up a new workforce who would
normally be at school or work on a Monday.

Facts / Faits
Challenges


At the 2019 general election (GE), Elections Canada hired 232,000 election workers and
office staff.



On polling day, October 21, 2019, 47% of poll workers were 60 years of age or older, and
57% were 54 years of age or older. The majority of poll workers are of retirement or nearretirement age.



Elections Canada anticipates that it will need to hire more local office staff during the 44th
GE to serve electors who want to vote by mail, and more poll workers to ensure crowd
control, to clean and disinfect polling places, and to maintain quality assurance.



While this will be offset by the consolidation of poll clerk and deputy returning officer
(DRO) duties into one role, the recruitment of a large enough number of election officers
remains a challenge since nearly half of the workforce at the last GE would have been of
an age that public health authorities consider more at risk of COVID-19 related
complications.
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A recent survey commissioned by Elections Saskatchewan found that fewer election
workers over the age of 60 would be willing to work again in an election held during the
pandemic.

New initiatives
Elections Canada is implementing new initiatives to address some ongoing recruitment
challenges, including:


Recommending holding elections over the weekend in order to attract more Canadians
who work or attend school on weekdays to work at the polls.



Consolidating the poll clerk and DRO duties into one role to reduce transmission risks and
help offset the increase in staff needed for other Covid-19 related duties.



Reviewing its staffing model (positions, salaries, tasks and job titles) and improving
working conditions for poll workers.
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Cost of Additional Pandemic Measures
Key Messages / Messages clé


A general election (GE) will cost significantly more during a pandemic. Costs will depend
on the timing of the election and the nature of any legislative changes adopted.



The additional costs for safety material (e.g. masks, hand sanitizer, etc.), adjustments to
the vote-by-mail system, and a voter information safety campaign, are estimated to be
approximately $50 million.



Estimates for other measures, such as the addition of a second polling day and the
adjustment of staffing levels at the polls, will be available at a later date, once plans are
fully developed.

Facts / Faits


While most measures currently being proposed for a pandemic election will come with a
cost (see table below), a few proposals may generate cost savings, such as not offering
additional service points on campuses and having only a single poll worker at each voting
table. Nonetheless, it is expected that the pandemic-related changes will generate a net
cost increase to the general election.



A full costing exercise for the next general election will be completed once plans are fully
developed, including the possibility of legislative changes.



The cost estimates available at this time are for safety material, special ballot vote-by-mail
and the voter information safety campaign (as described below).
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High Level Estimate
($M)

Items (Qty)
Masks (25 million)
Hand Sanitizer 500 ml (833 thousand)
Gloves XL (25 million)
Pencils (16 million Regular, 4 million Large)
Headsets (11 thousand)
Face shields (411 thousand)
Bottle of 160 Wipes (40 thousand)
Additional Signage
Material

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Mail-out of ballot kits and pre-paid returns (5.5 million)
Envelopes
Special Ballot Vote by Mail Services

$
$

15.7
13.3
1.6
1.4
1.3
1.2
0.7
0.3
$

35.5

$

11.8

Voter Information Safety Campaign

$

3.1

Total to Date

$

50.4

10.9
0.9
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Voting Services in Long-term Care Facilities
Key Messages / Messages clé


As a result of COVID-19, regulations limiting access to long-term care facilities are
constantly evolving and differ from province to province.



Election administrators will require significant flexibility to serve local facilities safely.

Facts / Faits


Statistics Canada figures indicate that there are approximately 5,500 nursing homes and
community care facilities for the elderly in Canada.



Elections Canada officials have begun engaging with federal, provincial and local public
health authorities, and will monitor the situation in order to respect the regulations
regarding access to long-term care facilities.



The Canada Elections Act authorizes the administration of “mobile polls” to serve multiple
long-term care facilities on polling day and to proceed room-to-room where necessary
within facilities.



Flexibility is required to extend the operation of these polls over multiple days during the
writ period:
o to avoid visiting different facilities on the same day, by the same election officers
o to accommodate the requirements and schedules of facility administrators, and
o to allow for time-consuming room-to-room voting services, thereby avoiding
gatherings in common areas



Staffing voting operations within long-term care facilities will be challenging and may
require facility staff or volunteers to be trained as election officers in order to administer the
vote within their facilities.



If access to long-term care facilities is prohibited, special ballot voting will be possible,
though difficult given ID requirements and the complexity of the special ballot voting
process.
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Implementation of Recommended Legislative Changes

Key Messages / Messages clé


To preserve electoral integrity and deliver quality electoral services to Canadians,
recommended legislative changes require significant planning, training and testing of
electoral procedures and our complex IT systems.



Sixteen (16) key electoral systems need to be modified. These include voter information
on Elections Canada’s website to be updated to provide weekend voting schedules and
locations, pay systems to account for electoral personnel working during the weekend, and
elector registration systems to print voter information cards with weekend voting
information.



Elections Canada has a rigorous development and testing process to implement such
changes in a consistent and secure manner.



It is critical that legislative changes be enacted without delay given the required four-month
development cycle and subsequent testing phase.

Facts / Faits


There are over 40 IT systems that are critical to the conduct of a general election. These
proposed legislative changes require significant changes to 16 systems, which would then
need to undergo a tight cadence of preparation and load capacity testing activities before
they are deployed and used by some 300,000 election workers and made available to
electors during the election.



In addition, a significant increase is expected in Canadians voting by mail compared to the
2019 general election. This anticipated increase is driving a number of IT systems
changes in the same modules targeted by the proposed legislative changes.



The testing of IT systems impacted by legislative changes must also be done in
conjunction with other systems changes unrelated to the legislative changes but required
to address other needs, such as the new system for online applications to vote by mail,
which is being developed in parallel. Between October 1 and December 31, 2020,
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planning and preparations for IT systems changes are under way to be ready in the event
Parliament enacts these recommendations.


From January to March 2021, all changes made to IT electoral systems will be tested and
integrated. Capacity testing will be performed to have assurances that IT systems can
sustain a general election by April 1, 2021.
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Elections Canada Engagement with Public Health Authorities
Key Messages / Messages clé


Elections Canada is proactive in its engagement with public health authorities.



Elections Canada aims to deliver the next general election (GE) in accordance with local
public health standards in place.

Facts / Faits
Electoral security and safety demand a whole-of-government approach


Elections Canada has been proactively engaging the Public Health Agency of Canada and
the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety to share planning assumptions
and seek observations and guidance on the implementation of proposed adaptive
measures to deliver a safe election for all participants.



Elections Canada is also working with the Government Operations Centre to refine the
electoral security Concept of Operations so as to include a whole-of-government response
to multi-tier health-related emergencies during an election.

Public health response to the pandemic is local


In Canada, responding to a public health crisis is largely a matter for provincial and local
authorities.



Elections Canada will take into account the rules and regulations issued by local public
health authorities in each electoral district, and adapt the delivery of electoral services and
incident management practices during evolving situations. To do so, timely and factual
information on developing situations across Canada is crucial.



In addition to its ongoing cooperation with the Public Health Agency of Canada and the
Government Operations Centre, Elections Canada will develop a solid network of
relationships with local and provincial public health authorities in advance of the next
general election.
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July 22, 2020
The Honourable Anthony Rota, P.C., M.P.
Speaker of the House of Commons
Room 237-S, West Block
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

Our file : 2020-101949
Dear Mr. Speaker:
Given the minority government situation and the ongoing pandemic, it is
incumbent upon me to ensure that Elections Canada is prepared to deliver an election in which
Canadians are able to safely exercise their democratic rights through a range of voting options.
This includes strategies for the recruitment and training of some 250,000 poll workers and the
securing of appropriate voting locations, as well as administering the vote in places where there
are vulnerable electors.
Elections Canada is currently focusing considerable effort on determining how to
adapt its services and processes to meet these objectives. I can assure you that I will exercise all
authorities available to me under the Canada Elections Act (the Act) to adjust our operations to
protect the health and safety of electors, election workers, candidates and other persons involved
in the conduct of an election, while continuing to maintain effective services and the integrity of
the electoral process.
It is likely, however, that certain targeted amendments to the Act will be
necessary to achieve these objectives.
Later this summer, I plan accordingly to provide you with a small number of
proposed pandemic-related amendments to the Act for Parliament’s consideration. Given the
importance of maintaining a state of readiness to conduct an election, it is my hope that these
proposed amendments will be considered by parliamentarians without delay; and that legislation
that will garner the support of all parliamentarians could be introduced and passed as soon as
possible.

30, rue Victoria / 30 Victoria Street, Gatineau, Canada K1A 0M6 • 819 -939-1810 / 1-800-463-6868
Télécopieur / Fax: 819-939-1811 • ATS / TTY 1-800-361-8935 • www.elections.ca
EC 80220-V (10/2013)

I want to emphasize that these amendments will be exclusively targeted at
ensuring the safe delivery of an election in the context of a pandemic.
Other recommendations for improvements to the Act will be presented at a later
time. I would expect them to follow the usual course of review in parliamentary committee.
I look forward to working with Parliament on these important amendments and
invite you to contact me, if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Stéphane Perrault
Chief Electoral Officer
cc: Ruby Sahota, Chair, Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs
Blake Richards, Vice-Chair, Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs
Alain Therrien, Vice-Chair, Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs
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L’honorable Anthony Rota, C.P., député
Président de la Chambre des communes
Édifice de l’Ouest, bureau 237-S
Chambre des communes
Ottawa (Ontario)
K1A 0A6

N/Réf : 2020-101949
Monsieur le Président,
Compte tenu de la situation de gouvernement minoritaire et de la pandémie, je
dois m’assurer qu’Élections Canada est prêt à conduire une élection et que les Canadiens peuvent
exercer en toute sécurité leur droit démocratique de voter, et ce, de diverses façons. À cette fin, il
me faut notamment établir des stratégies pour le recrutement et la formation de quelque
250 000 préposés au scrutin, la location de lieux de vote adéquats ainsi que l’administration du
vote dans des endroits où résident des électeurs vulnérables.
Élections Canada déploie actuellement des efforts considérables pour déterminer
comment adapter ses services et ses processus afin d’atteindre ces objectifs. Je peux vous assurer
que j’exercerai tous les pouvoirs que me confère la Loi électorale du Canada (la Loi) pour
modifier nos opérations afin de protéger la santé et la sécurité des électeurs, des travailleurs
électoraux, des candidats et des autres personnes qui participent à la conduite d’une élection, tout
en continuant d’assurer l’efficacité des services et l’intégrité du processus électoral.
Cependant, certaines modifications ciblées à la Loi seront vraisemblablement
nécessaires pour réaliser ces objectifs.
Par conséquent, plus tard cet été, je planifie de vous transmettre un petit nombre
de propositions de modifications législatives relatives à la pandémie, aux fins d’examen par le
Parlement. Compte tenu de l’importance de nous tenir prêts à conduire une élection, j’espère que
les modifications proposées seront étudiées sans délai par les parlementaires, puis qu’un projet
de loi recueillant l’appui de tous les parlementaires pourra être déposé et adopté dès que possible.
Je tiens à souligner que ces modifications viseront exclusivement à assurer la
conduite sécuritaire d’une élection dans le contexte d’une pandémie.
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D’autres recommandations visant l’amélioration de la Loi seront présentées
ultérieurement. Je m’attends à ce qu’elles suivent le processus habituel d’examen en comité
parlementaire.
Je me réjouis à l’idée de travailler avec le Parlement sur ces modifications
importantes, et je vous invite à me contacter si vous avez des questions.
Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur le Président, l’expression de ma haute
considération.
Le directeur général des élections,

Stéphane Perrault
c. c. Ruby Sahota, présidente, Comité permanent de la procédure et des affaires de la Chambre
Blake Richards, vice-président, Comité permanent de la procédure et des affaires de la
Chambre
Alain Therrien, vice-président, Comité permanent de la procédure et des affaires de la
Chambre
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July 22, 2020
The Honourable George J. Furey, Q.C.
Speaker of the Senate
Room A-112, Senate of Canada Building
Senate of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A4
Our file: 2020-101949
Dear Mr. Speaker:
Given the minority government situation and the ongoing pandemic, it is
incumbent upon me to ensure that Elections Canada is prepared to deliver an election in which
Canadians are able to safely exercise their democratic rights through a range of voting options.
This includes strategies for the recruitment and training of some 250,000 poll workers and the
securing of appropriate voting locations, as well as administering the vote in places where there
are vulnerable electors.
Elections Canada is currently focusing considerable effort on determining how to
adapt its services and processes to meet these objectives. I can assure you that I will exercise all
authorities available to me under the Canada Elections Act (the Act) to adjust our operations to
protect the health and safety of electors, election workers, candidates and other persons involved
in the conduct of an election, while continuing to maintain effective services and the integrity of
the electoral process.
It is likely, however, that certain targeted amendments to the Act will be
necessary to assist us in achieving these objectives.
Later this summer, I plan accordingly to provide the Speaker of the House of
Commons with a small number of proposed pandemic-related amendments to the Act for
Parliament’s consideration. Given the importance of maintaining a state of readiness to conduct
an election, it is my hope that these proposed amendments will be considered by
parliamentarians without delay; and that legislation will garner the support of all
parliamentarians and be passed as soon as possible.
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I want to emphasize that these amendments will be exclusively targeted at
ensuring the safe delivery of an election in the context of a pandemic.
Other recommendations for improvements to the Act will be presented at a later
time. I would expect them to follow the usual course of review in parliamentary committee.
I look forward to working with Parliament on these important amendments and
invite you to contact me, if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Stéphane Perrault
Chief Electoral Officer
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Le 22 juillet 2020
L’honorable George J. Furey, c.r.
Président du Sénat
Édifice du Sénat du Canada, bureau A-112
Sénat du Canada
Ottawa (Ontario)
K1A 0A4
N/Réf : 2020-101949
Monsieur le Président,
Compte tenu de la situation de gouvernement minoritaire et de la pandémie, je
dois m’assurer qu’Élections Canada est prêt à conduire une élection et que les Canadiens peuvent
exercer en toute sécurité leur droit démocratique de voter, et ce, de diverses façons. À cette fin, il
me faut notamment établir des stratégies pour le recrutement et la formation de quelque
250 000 préposés au scrutin, la location de lieux de vote adéquats ainsi que l’administration du
vote dans des endroits où résident des électeurs vulnérables.
Élections Canada déploie actuellement des efforts considérables pour déterminer
comment adapter ses services et ses processus afin d’atteindre ces objectifs. Je peux vous assurer
que j’exercerai tous les pouvoirs que me confère la Loi électorale du Canada (la Loi) pour
modifier nos opérations afin de protéger la santé et la sécurité des électeurs, des travailleurs
électoraux, des candidats et des autres personnes qui participent à la conduite d’une élection, tout
en continuant d’assurer l’efficacité des services et l’intégrité du processus électoral.
Cependant, certaines modifications ciblées à la Loi seront vraisemblablement
nécessaires pour nous aider à réaliser ces objectifs.
Par conséquent, plus tard cet été, je planifie de transmettre au président de la
Chambre des communes un petit nombre de propositions de modifications législatives relatives à
la pandémie, aux fins d’examen par le Parlement. Compte tenu de l’importance de nous tenir
prêts à conduire une élection, j’espère que les modifications proposées seront étudiées sans délai
par les parlementaires; et qu’un projet de loi recueillant l’appui de tous les parlementaires pourra
être déposé et adopté dès que possible.
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Je tiens à souligner que ces modifications viseront exclusivement à assurer la
conduite sécuritaire d’une élection dans le contexte d’une pandémie.
D’autres recommandations visant l’amélioration de la Loi seront présentées
ultérieurement. Je m’attends à ce qu’elles suivent le processus habituel d’examen en comité
parlementaire.
Je me réjouis à l’idée de travailler avec le Parlement sur ces modifications
importantes, et je vous invite à me contacter si vous avez des questions.
Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur le Président, l’expression de ma haute
considération.
Le directeur général des élections,

Stéphane Perrault

Appearance on the Special Report of the Chief Electoral Officer: Administering an Election during the COVID-19 Pandemic:
Election Related Statistics
Post-Election Statistics

Election Administration and Preparation
National Register of Electors
Currency
Coverage

2015
84.2%
92.7%

Accuracy

93.3%

90.9%

Parties
Candidates

66.1%

67.0%

Spending Limits ($ maximum)

2019
89.9%
96.4%

(Preliminary lists of electors for 2019)

(Preliminary for 2019)

2015

2019

2019
29,060,308.97

2015
54,936,320.15

145,436.06

279,227.99

18,350,359
Total ballots
2019

Driver’s licence & Register of Electors’ address accuracy
comparison, as of April 2018
DRV = 85%

4.8M

Retention and Recruitment of Election Workers
2019
Office Staff hired
Total number of election workers paid
Number of trainees who did not work

2015

213,773

204,434

17,826

17,392

231,599
10,016

221,826

94%

96%

Total number of
polling places:

Total number of
polling places:

Number that met
15 accessibility
criteria:

Number that met
15 accessibility
criteria:

2019

16,071

2,780

15,169

2019

13.4M

2019

2015

2015
25.3M

Revised VICs issued

209K

300K

VICs to newly registered/corrected

1.1M

715K

VICs mailed

2015

Incomplete submissions

Candidates

2,146

1,792

2019

2015

44/2%

CEO’s approved extensions (all)

915/43%

Court granted extensions (all)

12/0.5%

Returns not yet submitted and
no extension request

141/7%

Group 1
Canadian Forces
Incarcerated
International
Total
Group 2
Local
National
Total

15,500

14,880

1,961/91%

SVR Total Ballots Cast by Group
2019
2015

2019
26.2M

Community Relations Officers (CROs), Indigenous Elders and
Youth
CROs
Youth
Ethnocultural*
Indigenous
Homeless
Seniors
Accessibility
Total
Aboriginal Elder and Youth Program
Elders
Youth
Total

12.8M

Delivery of Voter Information Cards

Accessible Polling Places

Returns received (all candidates)

Polling Day

2015

2019

NRoE = 90.5%

Polling day workers hired

Total ballots
2015

3.7M

(As of October 19, 2020)

17,711,983

Voter Turnout

Advance Polling

Political Financing Candidate Audit

18,849
16,372
34,142
69,363

29,247
22,362
11,001
62,610

397,121
193,535
590,656

429,241
126,950
556,191

Mail-in ballots cast
National electors
15,403
International
34,142
Total
49,545

22,172
11,001
33,173

2015

437
218
231
111
394
138
1,529

230
132
169
117
314
233
1,195

40
13
53

151
134
285

*Includes CROs for official language minority and Jewish communities

Communication with the Public
Complaints during the GE
2019
Overall

Outreach and Stakeholder Engagement

EC’s Digital Footprint
2015
Facebook followers

2019
67K

2015
24K

27K

15K

11,100

17,000

2,400

3,085

115

25

YouTube views

9.6M

700K

Official languages (OCOL & other 233
channels)

134

Website visits

16.4M

16M

Accessibility
Official languages (OCOL only)

(As of January 8, 2020 for the 2019 GE)

Twitter followers

121
contracts and
informal
agreements

51

stakeholder
events

316,935
resources
distributed

195

community
outreach
events

